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The Politics and Postcolonial Discourse of Chinua Achebe 

Chinua Achebe passed away on 21 March 2013 leaving behind a grand legacy 

and a corpus of writing for the postcolonial world to ruminate on so as to remake 

itself.  The archetypes of western hegemony were shaken if not displaced by the 

writings of this once BBC correspondent. To locate him historically, when the 

western world was reeling under post-war self definition, anxiety about the 

survival and future of the west, the effects of modern totalitarian systems like 

Fascism and Communism, Achebe’s ‘Things Fall Apart’ (1958) emphasized the 

disruption of a life of a cultured people considered ‘savage’ and ‘barbaric’ by an 

ignorant imperialism that now required to culturally introspect so as to locate the 

roots of their excesses. It also underlined the paradox that the construction of 

empire implied as it precariously perched upon the colonized nations that could 

no more be contained as they were culturally and civilizationally ‘richer’ and 

‘traditionally older’, subjective hierarchies that the west created to assert the 

superiority of  value over the colonized. .  

The political position of ‘who is the subject?’ and ‘where, how and why should 

s/he be considered from an alternative point of view?’ is a process that Chinua 

Achebe invests with a new energy from a different angle and dimension, when the 

complacent almost believed that their notion of human subjectivity was almost 

defined and complete. He announces a different epistemology and perception that 

only the discourse and location of ‘the South’ can make available.  The seminar 

will consider Chinua Achebe and how the notion of the political understanding of 



the ‘cultured’ and the ‘civilized’ relocate themselves after his advent.  It is hoped 

that there will be a serious reflection on postcolonial discourse initiated by 

Achebe that is taken up by various postcolonial thinkers of different positions 

asserting the ‘chaos of being’ in a postcolonial, postmodern world writing back to 

a point in history which was disruptive, definitive and dislocating.     

 

Papers by scholars from various departments and disciplines are invited to reflect 

upon and assess the position that Chinua Achebe occupies today. Abstracts to be 

sent to: rajanbarrett@yahoo.co.in by 15 November 2013.  

Suggested Areas:  

The following are some suggested areas to give direction to the seminar.  

However, areas not defined below are also welcome.  

1) Sociological implications of Chinua Achebe’s work. 

2) Political understandings of Chinua Achebe’s position in postcolonial discourse. 

3) Achebe’s place in South-South dialogue. 

4)  The notion of memory in Achebe’s writings. 

5) Children’s Fiction post-Achebe/ The child in Acheb’s writings. 

6) Violence and Achebe’s fiction. 

7) Epistemological assessments of Achebe’s world, writing, fiction. 

8) Time/Space/Language in Achebe’s world. 
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